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You may be familiar with the GARDEN OPEN TODAY yellow signs
which adorn lamp posts, fences and gates around Scotland during
; ) . . . the summer. The Scotland’s Garden Scheme has been running for
nights which fair draw in! W? can still have many years and provides promotion for private gardens, estates
lots of fun at the plot, if you're well and homes through their handbooks, wwwebsite and signage. As
wrapped up. So with this in mind, we’d well as supporting gardens, the scheme raises funds through a
like to invite you and your family and commission plan which allows them to wholly support a number of
friends to our Halloween Pumpkin Party! charities each year. The scheme itself is fully funded through
Kids can come in fancy dress, all ready to donations and legacies. Each promoted event gives the scheme a

|
S g0 for the Pumpkin Parade and we look portion of their net income on the day, supporting their charity
.-.b

As Autumn arrives, our minds turn to
colder days, dusky afternoons and the

work. Gardens Scotland have recently put more emphasis on
promoting allotments and the ‘grow your own’ movement, which is
why we think it will be interesting to join in partnership with them
| for next year’s Plant Sale on June 1.

W forward to putting your wonderfully
carved pumpkins on display. \

§ We’ve invited a story-teller who'll be \
enthralling us with tall tales of ‘spooky
f.édventures and diabolical derring do’ ' F -
! while we enjoy a Halloween feast = * ' , '
of soup, hot dogs and sweet treats. = @ SCOIland ? GarrdePSlI‘SCheln
(Gardens open for Glaliy
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It’s an chance for us to try a new way of promoting our efforts at
Merrylee along with the opportunity for a substantially increased
take on the day. We will be selling a wide range of plants
(perennials and bedding) and veg seedlings and will of course be
offering our usual warm welcome with teas, coffees and home
baking. It is our ambition to make this a really special Spring event
- which will hglp promote next year’s Open Day too.
More Open Day -Pictures!!
We have already submitted pictures and a
’ paragraph describing our Association - its
history and aims and we look forward to
seeing that Merrylee entry in the 2019
event programme when it is published in
November. We hope to have some
handbooks available at our AGM in
December.
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During the last coffee morning of the year we will be holding a short
masterclass on how best to prepare your plot for the winter months.
This will include among other ideas, techniques for splitting and
potting perennials, preparing dahlias for overwintering and
protecting your soil with green manure. A number of our
experienced members will be on hand and will be happy to answer
questions too. October days can still be mild so there will be some

refreshing sustenance to ward off the Autumnal feel as usual.
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-1S&Q EO(g We intend to plant up the Quadrant Road

‘ anking by the gate with bulbs. This will

provide a lovely splash of Spring colour to
enhance the gate area. We would
appreciate it if all Members could offer us
a couple of handfuls of bulbs which will
naturalise well in that area eg, Narcissi
‘ and Crocus. A small work party will
be arranged to plant them by the end
of October. We will pop a bucket
inside the Quadrant gate for you to
leave your donations.

Many thanks
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Many Congratulations to this year’s winning Plotholders who were
recognised as having exemplary examples of Allotment Gardens.

The judges found it hard in many cases to choose between plots and
scoring was made harder of course, as there are so many different
approaches, styles and horticulture on show.

The winning full plot was Lesley Swift’s at plot 51. Lesley is a ‘passionate
pollinator’ and her garden is a great example of planting for nature. Her
interest in bees and pollination in general has created a real buzz around
the issue of declining bee numbers.

The best half plot was John Copland’s at 45b. JC is a really hard working
member of the Association behind the scenes and does not like a fuss. His
first reaction was to say it was mostly his wife Moira’s work, with advice
from plot neighbours being invaluable. John’s plot is a credit to him and
Moira and is a great example of a traditional allotment garden layout.

The Best Newcomer award was given to Rona Hutchison at Plot 26a, who
has turned round a very tricky plot, cleared and developed the area and
has grafted since day one. Her energy and passion is evident as she
continues to try new things and is looking forward to 2019 already !

Very well done to them. We look forward to the official awards being given
at the AGM in December
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Please get in touch with any of our committee for further info on any
aspect of the allotments or if you wish to volunteer your help for any
events or work parties.

Derek Livesey (President) (65) 07768964027
Ronnie Bain (Vice President) (24) 07976846278
lan McCracken (Secretary) (9) 07580287498
Sheila Hawthorn  (Treasurer) (49)

John Copland (45B)

Eric Livingstone (21A) 9...%"6)+,%%.;<,:&.:+.)=),>>.%);))
Pat Masterman (6) >)?2,%@)<"%#")A,6$5:#..%5:
Tania Morlan (66) ;1,$6&)-.).C"56.&)#,D)

John Th (44) . m
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& will be saying “cheerio and thanks” to a few members of the
committee when their 3 season tenure ends at the 2018 AGM. If any
Member wishes to find out more about joining the merry band on the

Merrylee Committee - or at least find out about what we do, when we

doit and why, please get intouch. It'sa . &%
commitment which is worthwhile and
satisfying, as well as being fun and

interesting too.
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You'll have read about our exciting plans to partner
with the Scotland’s Gardens Scheme and by doing so
we are anticipating many more visitors through the
gates. This is where you come in! We need lots of
plants, veg seedlings and all the usual plant sale
donations, but particularly potted perennials. This is
the perfect time to start that preparation. Please find
some time now to split and pot-up plants such as:
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e are discussing how to get the very best from this

year’s fabulous fruit tree crop. Many members have
had a great Apple yield but we are concerned that

considering sourcing a
unwanted fruit into juic
chemists among us ca

will be a-peel-ing for donat
for emails once we have de-cide



