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Sustainability Group
New! WhatsApp swap group!

Sustainability Matters

Join the group to offer surplus plants or materials and to ask
for whatever you need. This so far small but friendly group
has been very active in its first couple of weeks and the
numerous offerings have included all kinds of vegetable
plants, seeds and flowers, from aubergines and agapanthus
to pumpkins and peas, as well as bamboo poles and even
conduit sections for building a strawberry cage! Excellent for
sustainability, advice, support and getting to know your
fellow plotters. To join, text Heather McEwen -07810 174191
or to connect using Facebook: @merryleesustainability

Molecule of the Month - Nitrogenase . s

Nitrogen is essential for any plant growth and makess - 3
up around 80% of the air around us. Unfortunately ;"
it’s in a form that plants cannot easily absorb. But
clever old mother nature found a workaround: The
rhizobium bacteria in the soil converts Nitrogen into

a plant friendly form by splitting nitrogen molecules; 43" ¥,

to build nitrate compounds favoured by plants. The 2
bacteria live in tiny white nodules around the rootsiuX
of all leguminous plants - peas and beans in the

veg beds, lupins in the border and clover in the

grass. When the plant dies down and decomposes,’
there is always nitrogen left in the soil for other
plants to grab, such as young brassicas which need
plenty of nitrogen for their leafy growth. This is
whycabbage, sprouts, cauli et al should follow peas
and beans if you are managing a crop rotation plan.
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Remembering Peter
We were upset to hear of the sudden passing of our dear
friend Peter Duffy on the 16t May. Peter was a firm fixture
at Merrylee, growing his vegetables but no flowers (!) since

1981. A native of Donegal, Peter
and his late brother Danny,
would visit the plots every
evening after work, working the
ground and planting his
fabulous giant cabbages.
Following his retirement he
became a constant presence,
turning his hand to anything
becoming a stalwart at the plots
when it came to heavy work and
particularly building projects. A
creature of habit, he simply
grew what he liked to eat - leeks

cabbages, onions and naturally, potatoes — throwing the tiny ones
into a bucket ‘for the hens’ as he used to do as a child back at

home. Peter’s daughters (and his two big sisters) would regularly
find a bag of “Daddy’s” vegetables on their doorsteps when

returning home. Peter will be missed by us all.
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The View from
Plot 65

Its been a mixed bag of good and bad these
past few weeks - a really strange old time.
Such sadness with the news of our friend
Peter Duffy’s sudden death but happier as

the weather has been kind to us, particularly when so many folk have been
around the plots to enjoy it, and getting quite a bit more done into the bargain.

We have agreed that Peter’s daughters can look after his plot until the end of
this season — cropping what he planted and maintaining their links to Merrylee
for just a little bit longer. A number of members have expressed an interest in
helping his family with that, which | think is wonderful — both a testament to

Peter and to our community spirit at Merrylee.

Another mixed bag of fortunes became apparent when the MclLarens Nursery
orders appeared... then disappeared. The committee was really pleased to set
up an order and delivery opportunity for members at a stage in lockdown where
nobody quite knew what was going to happen. Many members took advantage
of the scheme and were delighted with the high quality of plants and compost.
However, on delivery, some of the bags were stolen. This was very
disappointing. Many members were supportive and kind - offering to share their
deliveries with those who had purchases taken. Thank you to them for being
understanding. To make matters worse, further thefts occurred when some gro-
bags were taken from the courtyard a few days later. Stealing property is wrong

. — even in the casual environment of an allotment site... | understand it’s
tempting when you spot a nice long cane or a bit of timber ‘which will just do

the trick...” but please, if you want something, just buy it, or better still, ask your

neighbour. You'll be surprised how generous some folk can be.

There were more mixed fortunes when we had to cancel the annual plant sale,
but members have used social media and that good old fashioned thing called
“talking to one another” to make sure all our surplus seeds, seedlings and shrubs
found good homes. Many of our newest members benefitted from this bounty
too. Thanks to all who help make initiatives like this work and to Sally and

Heather from our Sustainability Group for coordinating it.

Finally, I've been asked a few times about our plans for the Open Day this year.
Sadly we won’t be mounting an event like last year’s but may hold a sale of
produce at the Ardle gate at the end of August. Or maybe we won’t. Who

knows!
Anyway, I’'m off to Durham for an eye test... see you soon !

Best wishes and take care, DL

2020 Committee Contacts

information regarding events or work parties.

Eric Livingstone (21A)
Sally Packer (53B)

Please get in touch with the Committee if you have questions or
concerns about your plot or want any advice or further

Derek Livesey (President) (65) 07768964027
Ronnie Bain (Vice President) (24) 07976846278

lan McCracken (Secretary) (9) 07580287498

Sheila Hawthorn (Treasurer) (49)

Lesley Swift (51) Correspondence
Colin Kilpatrick (10B) & general enquiries

should be emailed to:

merryleeplots@yahoo.co.uk

John Copland (45B)

Heather McEwen (bflAjeer for events and work-parties using this address
volunteerdmerrylee@virginmedia.com




With great power tools... comes great responsibility.

Now the days are
Please consider our neighbours... longer and warmer,

[~ - many prefer to head
: down sharp to get
some work done -
before the plots get
too tropical!

However, please
consider our sleepy
neighbours when using

-~ power tools on Sunday
No power tools before 9.00am on a Sunday. mornings and wait

until after 9.00am.

More new members !

A big HELLO! to all of our newest joiners. They have their work cut out
this late in the season, but have already shown some real grit, donning
their sun hats and getting their heads down to get the pesky weeds up!

Digging and planting and (seemingly) enjoying every minute are Karen
at 34A, lan at 33A and Joshua at 57B. This means we’ve welcomed 19
new members in 2020 which has made quite a dent in the waiting list -
bringing wonderful new energy to the plots - but despite that
remarkable turn over, the list still grows and is now standing at 40 folk!

WEED THE PATHS !

Broken record time. Please. Please. Please... weed the
gravel paths you are responsible for. These paths were an
expensive investment and must last for years. That longevity
will be achieved through regular care. it just needs a quick
hoe to cut the stems and an even quicker rake over to re-
distribute the stones evenly and lift the weeds. It’s easy and
keeps the place looking cared for and tidy. Perhaps you
have forgotten? So... if you have a gravel path running along
the east side of your plot - the side nearest the schools -
that one is your responsibility. If you have a gravel path
running along the north side of your plot - the side nearest
the tennis club - that one is your responsibility. In the
future, our Plot Development Group will be issuing notice
letters reminding some members of their obligation as

agreed when joining.
USE THE PATHS !

We've had a couple of comments
regarding members (and their
visitors) who have been crossing
the site by using the paths
between plots. Plotholders should
not ‘cut through’ any plots and
should only be on another’s plot if
invited. All members and visitors
should use the gravel paths to
move within the site. There are a
few exceptions to this; Committee
business, plot judging and during
our occasional ‘garden open days.’
It is particularly important
currently, with social distancing
being mandatory, that everybody
follows this policy strictly.

Sprinklers Off Please!

Using sprinkler systems to water allotment plots is wasteful,
inconsiderate and is not good gardening practice. There is
only one mains supply and everybody needs access. Please
use the taps to replenish your water butt or if you don't yet
have one, use the taps to fill your watering can. Using a can
will get the water directly and deeply to the roots of the
plants that need it and not to the bare soil and weeds which
don't. Careful and brief use of hoses to directly water is
appropriate in some situations. Any questions, just ask.

Perfect Poppy Picture competition

Papaver rhoeas “Dominii Cummngoes”
These gorgeous red Poppies were in superb bloom just
last week. Lesley Swift at Plot 51 is the winner of this
months plot pic photo prize — an all expenses paid*
trip to Barnard Castle, north east Englandshire.
Only 30 miles from Durham & 246 miles from London
* travel must be completed by June 13t 2020




